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TEACHER GUIDELINES/DIRECTIONS

I believe writing is a process and it’s hard to know what you are going to write until you actually write it. For that
reason, I like to give my students time to create a “pre-rough draft” first before we do any other preliminary writing
exercises (such as outlining).

PRE-ROUGH DRAFT (Or Pre-Writing)

They do their “pre-rough draft” as soon as they get the writing prompt. I tell them to just write whatever they feel,
not worrying about evidence, examples, or anything. I also tell them not to worry about mechanics, grammar, spelling,
or organization. (Give them 10-20 minutes, depending on the prompt.)

FINDING THEIR CLAIM

After they finish their “pre-rough draft,” have them read through
it. Ask them to highlight or circle their claim. A claim is what
they believe and what they want their readers to believe. This |
is basically their stance on an issue or topic.

Argument topics: You can find many prompts for argument
essays on the following websites:

Argument Writing Prompts (Mrs. Orman’s Classroom)

200 Prompts for Argument Writing (The Learning Network)
182 Writing Prompts (Some may need adjustments for

arguments; from The Learning network)

In order to write good arguments, students MUST start out with
a solid claim. Have them evaluate their claim. Is it valid? Is it
precise? How can it be improved? Allow them time to discuss
their claims with their classmates and see if they can improve it.
Their claims (in the pre-writing stage) can begin with an “I
believe...” statement.

A note on using “I” in arguments: My colleagues and I have
discussed this several times. While we have all been taught to
avoid writing in first person in formal essays, several of the text
exemplars for the Common Core argument essay
demonstrate otherwise. The examples for grades 6, 7, and 12 are
written in first person. There are no examples for grades 8 and
11. Only the arguments for grades 9 and 10 are written in third
person. (See pages 36-107 in Appendix C.) However, in case you
do not want to have your students use “I believe...” statements, I
included a a page that excludes that prompt.

STRENGTHEN THEIR CLAIM

To test the strength of their claim, they need to perform the
weight test: can they back it up with data or facts (evidence)?
Believing the claim is a start; giving it weight is the next. They
should come up with at least three solid reasons to support their
claim. Have them research to see if they can find data to back up
their reasons.

Why I have them do a preliminary search early: I have students search for facts before they have written an
outline because too many times students waste class time preparing an outline with no direction. They labor over their
reasons/points and when they ate finally ready to research, some may find very little support for their claims. It’s a
time-waster. Plus, students may discover reasons they hadn’t thought of in their research. This gives them time to
revise their claim before they write their outline.

Continned...

4 Grades 6-12 Argumentative Writing Copyright © 2013, Tracee Orman
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TEACHER’S GUIDELINES, continued

Need data? If students are writing about a local issue, evidence may be hard to find. But it’s not hopeless. Students
have access to some of the greatest research tools for gathering data. They can survey their classmates, teachers,
parents, etc. Here are some FREE online tools that help:

Yarp: http://yarp.com
Poll Everywhere:  http://www.polleverywhere.com

(Allows you to collect responses via text messages)
Survey Monkey: http://www.surveymonkey.com

Free Online Surveys:http://freconlinesurveys.com

Once they have the evidence (weight) to support their claim, they need to join (or link) the two together.

JOINING THE CLAIM AND WEIGHTS

Students need to link their claim and weights (evidence) together so the reader can see the connection between the
two. In order to do this, they should use transitions which explain jow the evidence supports the claim, and why it’s so
important. Their explanation is essential: too often students restate facts they have found, leaving the reader to make
his or her own inferences. In an argument, the writer cannot take the chance that the reader will infer the way he or
she wants them to. They need to synthesize the information for the reader.

PROTECT THEMSELVES BY ACKNOWLEDGING THE COUNTERCLAIMS

Students shouldn’t steer away from the opposition’s arguments. In fact, they should address them in their arguments.
By acknowledging them, they can expose any weaknesses in the opposition’s claim(s), which will make their own
argument stronget.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

* Developing Strong Thesis Statement
* Argument from The Writing Center

5 Grades 6-12 Argumentative Writing Copyright © 2013, Tracee Orman
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES FOR WRITING

Need help finding prompts for arguments?
Ask your students which issues are most important to them. Have them brainstorm and
come up with a list they can choose from for their topics.

For older students, issues that are popular are:

* Cell phone use in school: Should it be allowed?

e Should teachers carry guns?

* Should the school day start later for teens and earlier for younger students (rather than the opposite)?
* Should teachers be “friends” with students on social networking sites such as Facebook?

* Do online students have more opportunities to cheat?

* Should internet slang, like ‘LOL’ and ‘IMHO’ be included in dictionaries?

* Should all energy drinks be banned?

¢ To encourage healthy eating, should higher taxes be imposed on soft drinks and junk food?

¢ Should drunk drivers be imprisoned on the first offense?

* All citizens should be required by law to vote.

e Students caught cheating on important exams or papers should automatically fail the course.

* Students should not be required to take physical education courses.

* Professional baseball players convicted of using performance-enhancing drugs should not be considered

for induction into the Hall of Fame.

ONLINE RESOURCES

Purdue’s Onling Writing Lab (OWLY

Academic Writing: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/1/2/

Establishing Arguments: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/588/01/

Research Resources: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/

6 Grades 6-12 Argumentative Writing Copyright © 2013, Tracee Orman
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Parts of an Argument E55ay

. CLAIM: The writer's stance, or overall

ar@umen’r

2. REASONS: Main-poir

YATU9E
At i 1 A
logic-or reasoning to justify the

writer's claim.

5. DITA: Bvidence (facts) that support
ne YeAson Al

4. JOINT: The-warrant-or-bridge
N Y YWV 4 \J 4 AUV

N1 1 l’
UV 7

Yeasons and claim.

5. COUNTERCLAIM: A claim that

Q\ﬁ@gm@mthih& writer's claim.
h&eppw-ﬂen%nee\
b gEBuTTP(L ‘l N0 lspute

oY o\mgr&% with the coun’r&rcmim.




= An ARGUMENT is an
opinion backed by DATA.

Therefore, your &
argument e55ay must

g include credible sources
t0 back up your opinion.
Parts of an Argument Essay |,
O 11 GLAIM: The writer's stance, or overal | VA
avgumeint % our CLAM is your
7 ?EP(SONS MﬂiH—flei AT Use opinion.
lugwurr "'/‘ iy .
% A
3. DATA: Evidence (facts) that support J logic.
O _tbamaiousialaim\
4 JOINT: The-warrant-or-bridae-+hs ¥ Nour DATA is the
e evidence you find to back
W”"&ﬁmmo tho-wt ” it up and ke your cldim
Yeas0ns and claim. stronaer and more
% GOUNTEROCLAIN: K claim that credble (belevable)
dicagrees With the Writer's claiwy & Your REBUTTAL i5 an
ITlnp nnnncﬂ—lnnc ot answer +o the
O {6 REBUTTAL " chows yOu ot 1ot teid
or dleagrws—m counterclaim. of Y)‘I’W opponents,

¥ To win an ARGUMENT, make sure you start with a strong claim.
¥ Support your claim with logical reasons and facts.

# Find CREDIBLE SOURCES that agree with your claim |




NS Arqument

requires a %




Strengtnening Your Argument: REASONS

=30nce you have your CLAIM, you'll want to break it up into REASONS.
REASONS will support your opinion for your CLAIM.

For example, let's pr&’r&nd the +opic is about Facebook ga’rh&rin@ data for commercial
purpo5e4 on its users.

Your claim is:
It is wrong for Facebook to collect data on its users for financial gain."

What are the REASONS for your belief? Your initial response may be..
It violates my privacyl”

Your oppoeiﬂon would say. “You agreed +0 this when you signed up!" making this
A Weak Yeason.

It's creepyl’
Can you even ga’rher facts and data on this? Prombly not..

"l think it's wrong they download beacons onto our computers to gather personal
information about our computer activity--not just our activity on Facebook.

Now.here's a reason that can be supported with research. THIS would be a
9ood candidate for a MINOR CLAIM.

=>-ou'll want to include at least TWO or THREE REASONS in your paper.

SN\



X THE BODY: WRITING A PARAGRAPH

~
- STAY FOCUSED!
Each paragraph of your body will focus on 4
5INgle reason.

Your paragragh should include:

| & topic sentence that includes your REASON: this

should be near the beginning of the paragraph.

2. ENIDENCE t¢

SN

At that you have researched

7 V.

5. EXPLANATION that links the facts and data to

your reason.

4. TRANSITIONAL word, phrase, or sentence 10 link

MIND 0. AW A AN 0 0. A O 0. A O
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\\}
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]

each paraarach should include a transition
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| THE BODY: WRITING A PARAGRAPH

O EXA\\I\PLE PAQA@EAPH (160 words; & sentences)

Cell phones should be banned from schools because they

distract students from learning. According to Arimstrong

Williams, author of "Classrooms Are No Place for Cell Phones,”

students use their cell phones during school 1o "send text

MeSSAGESs dring class, browse sexual content on the Infernet,

cheat on tests, and even coordinate drug deals on school grownds.”

Williams says that all of these distractions put wwnecessary

O Stress on Teachers and adwinistrators who now have 1o police the

use of cell phones. One text message containing answers to a wnit

Yest oan ivwalidate an entire month of instruction. One image

snapped in the locker room and posted online may have life-long

CONSEANENGES. These dctions can ocour in wmere Seconds; requiring

Teachers and adwinistrators fo monitor every student every

second of The day is impossible. Yet, even if it were possible, is this

what we wand our teachers to foous on? They should be focused

on instructing students in their academic field, not monitoring

O cell phone use.




THE BODY: WRITING A PARAGRAPH
EXA\\I\PLE PAQA@EAPH (160 words;  sevtences)

C,e,\l phones should be. banned from schools because they

— /é distract students from learning. According to Armstrong
| Williaws, author of "Classrooms Are No Place for Cell Phones,”

ing Sohool 10 "Send text

* REASON (+0Fic sentence) IT'" rovttent on the Infernet,
Kkso reinforced in last sentence.

—

drug dedlS v <chool grownds.”

— ractions put wnnece sary

O stress on teachers and adwinistrators who now have to \0}\06 the

use of cell phones. One Text message containing answers to c\wx'\Jr

Yest oan inwalidate an entire month of instruction. One imag \

snapped in The locker voom and posted online may have lite- [vx@

CONSeaUences. These actions can 0cour in mere Seconds; ved ﬁr'\n@

Yeachers and administrators to monitor every Student ev 4y

second of The day is impossible. Yet, even if it were \ooss’;i, is this

what we wand our feachers to focus on? They should be focused

on InsTructing students in their academio field, not monitoring

: oell phone use.




A
- THE BODY: WRITING A PARAGRAPH
O EXAMPLE PAEA@EAPH (160 wovds; & sentences)

Cell phones should be banned from schools because they

distract students from learning. According Yo Avmstrong
Williams, author of "Classrooms Ave No Place for Gell Phones,”

Students use their cell phones during school to "send text

MesSages during olass, browse sexual condent on the Internet,

cheat on fests, and even coordinate drug deals on sohool grounds.”

Williams says that all of these distractions put wanecessary

O STress on feachers and administrators who now have o police the

use of cell phones. One text message containing answedido a wnit

second of the day is impossible. Yet, even if it were possible, is this

what we wand our teachers to foous on? They should be focused

on instructing students in their academic field, not monitoring
O cell phone use.




THE BODY: WRITING A PARAGRAPH
EXN\/\PLE PAQA@QAPH (160 words; & sentences)

Cell phones should be banned from schools because they

distract students from learning. According to Armstrong -

Williams, author of “Classrooms Are No Place for Cell Phones,”

students use their cell phones during school 1o "send text

MeSSAYES durin ¢ Sexnal content on the Internet,

cheat on Ted Eand

CITATIONS

Williams Says that

(In-text citations of source)

Stress on teachers ¢

Introduce Your s0urce and giv& him/

use of cell phones. 0

her cre/ohl?ili‘ry. Use phrases like:
- According to..

test can invalidate

snapped in the o - k recent study from..

consequences. Thes - [Author's Name] says..

Yoachers and admidl * I her article "School Daze," Jane

Doe claims...

second of the day i

what we want our teachers o foous on? They Should be focuSes

on iInStructing students in Their acadewic field, not wmonitoring

cell phone use.




A
THE BODY: WRITING A PARAGRAPH

O EXAMPLE PAQA@BAPH (160 words; & sentences)

Cell phones should be banned from schools because they

distract students from learning. According to Armstronag

Williams, anthor of “Classrooms Ave No Place for Gell Phones,”

students use their cell phones during school 1o "send text

EXPLANATION (links the data
with the reason usin o drug dealsan school grounds.”

logical assumptions

use of cell phones. One Text message containing answers 1o a wnit

test can ivwalidate an entire month of instruction. One image

Sviap\oaal in the locker room and posted online may have life-long

CONSEAUENCES. These actions can 00oUr in Wmere Seconds; reguiring

Yeachers and adwinistrators +o monitor every student every

second of the day s impossible. Yet, even i it were possible, is this

what we want our Teachers 1o foous on? They should e focused

0N INSTIUGTING STUAeNTS in Their academic field, not wonitoring

O cell phone usSe.




A

\ THE BODY: WRITING A PARAGRAPH

O EXAMPLE PARAORAPHS
Cell phones should e banned from schools because they

Frong

Phones,”
7, -\— )

e,

TRANSITION SENTENCE or PHRASE
(links the one reason with the next reason)

These can come at the end of the previous
paragraph or at the beginning of a new
mmgmg%

hool growidds.”

JSSAY

Other phrases that can be used include:

~ - Mso._. 2 Yo police
- In addition... erS Yo a uni
- Furthermore.. b image
- Similarly...
- Next.. ave life-lon

- Not on|y...l7u+ als0...
* In the same Way..

ds; vequirivi

ot eVery

Jevepossivle, is

UUVUY \CA\ V U AN JV\P/VU v\\VU. 'IV'

what we wand our teachers 1o foous on? They should be focugid

on instructing students in their academic field, not monitgiing

O cell phone use.

Teachers aren't The only ones who sukfer from cell phone use in

olass. Other students can become easily distracted when a

classmare IS using Wis or her phone. Jane Doe, a Sewior at brie High




BUILDING YOUR ARGUMENT: ADDRESSING THE COUNTERCLAIM
Protect your CLAIM by acknowledging and addressing the opposition's COUNTERCLAIM.

Not lmcking down 10 your opponents gives you "street cred" or CREDIBILITY

VY

- §
COUNTER- \_ 7 /7 N
. N YOUR
\ M /£ . REBUTTAL

/

\‘.

DON’T BACK DOWN! FACE YOUR
OPPONENTS WITH A STRONG REBUTTAL.

=—>KNOW the COUNTERCLAIM: this is the opposi’r&. or 0pposing vi&wpoin’r, of
your claim.

—>ADDRESS the COUNTERCLAIM in your paper, acknowledging that there
are those who dieagm& This shows your readeys you redlize that some
may disagree with you.

—>WRITE a4 REBUTTAL: Prove the COUNTERCLAIM is FALSE or ineffective
with your own ENIDENCE that refutes theirs. Nour rebuttal is another
REASON, but this time it i5 in direct response 10 your opponents. It's like
the final round in an arm-wrestling competition and you have o lay down
the hammer. Be STRONG

—>USE transition words and phrases, such as: Those who disagree say...
however, in contrast, even 50, nevertheless, rather, yet, instead, but,
diternatively, hence, on the other hand, except, conversely..



THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERCLAIM
REBUTTAL PARAGRAPH

EXA\\I\PLE EEQUTTAL (4% words; 4 sentences)

Some say that students should be allowed to have their cell

phones for emergency purposes. Peter Brosnan, author of “Smart

Phones, Smart Kids” says, *...many parents and students rely on

cell phones to keep in touch in case plans change after school.” It is

True that cell phones are useful for staying in touch, but students

can communicate with their parents in many other non-

disruptive ways. Today's schools ave equipped with compuders and

internet access, o a student can send an email or a Texct message

Through many ditferent websites, including the cell phone

provider's welbsite (Aune ). It internet access is a problew, every

sohool is equipped with a phone and will allow students to call in

eMergencies. Some Schools even Send out alerts automatically to

parents. "I owr game is cancelled due To weather or anything else

changes in our schedule, our administration sends a notice fo all

parends immediatelN. OHevdines they find out before the

students,” Erie athletic divector Brian Howell says. Parents and

students have survived withowt being able Yo conmmunicate

Farough cell phones for over a hwndred vears and they will

continue o survive without the use of them in the classroom.




THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERCLAIM
\ REBUTTAL PARAGRAPH

JEXA\\I\PLE EEQUTTAL (4% words; 4 sentences)

phones for emergency purposes. Peter Brosnan, author of “Smart

Phones, Smart Kids® says, *...many parents and students rely on

cell phones To keep in ‘\’OU\O\r\ in case plans chandgge atter sohool.” It is

True that cell phones are useful for staying in touch, but S‘rmd&vx’rs

}amvﬁrg in many other non-

s COUNTERGLAM I5 Is are equipped with computers and
ACENOWLEDGED

Lavx send an ewdil or a text message

;/v Sonn s that Shudont Shol o alowed to b e co
\
S

Through many different websites, including the cell phone

provider's welbsite (Aune ). It internet access is a problew, every

sohool is equipped with a phone and will allow students to call in

eMergencies. Some Schools even Send out alerts automatically to

parents. "I owr game is cancelled due To weather or anything else

changes in our schedule, our administration sends a notice fo all

parends immediatelN. OHevdines they find out before the

O students,” Erie athletic divector Brian Howell says. Parents and

students have survived withowt being able Yo conmmunicate

Farough cell phones for over a hwndred vears and they will

continue o survive without the use of them in the classroom.




THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERGLAIM
REBUTTAL PARAGRAPH

/\ EXAMPL/E EE%UTTAL (118 words; 4 sentences)

heir cel

COUNTERCLAIM is REBUTTED..

of "Swaay]

Phones, Smart Kids” says, "...many parents and students rely
Use

transition Bl e\l phones fo keep in Touch in case plans change after school.” Itis
s bl frue that coll prones ave useul for stasing in toudafludistudents
oo ot Bl can comwurioate witn their parents in many other non-
+;:Zif‘;°8€z + [l disruptive ways. Today's sohools ave equipped with compuers and
WRONG:. infernet access, so a stundent can send an enail or a Yext messaae

0 WA a OOV WeY f AN 0 OO\ PINON\Y

provider's website (Aune ). If internet acoess is a problem, every

00 Z10\VN| 2472777 W} A YNONG GNa WL A0 AOVNTS TO UQA

PMeraencies. Some Schools even Send out alerts automatically fo

parents. "l owr game is cancelled due o weather or anything ¢

changes in our schedule, our administration sends a notice to all

parents immediately. OHentines they find out before the

“

1an tiowell Sa AVeNTS and

n f 2 2
( ’ A ) AT\ AlY ¢ 0

studentds lhaves arvived without bei

‘Hf\\f(')lk N

condivnune o survive without the use

-.and EXPLAINED using
EVIDENCE




THE BODY: WRITING A COUNTERCLAM
K REBUTTAL PRRAGRAPH

/\ JEXAMPLE EE%UTTAL (198 words; 4 sentences)

Sowme say that students should be allowed to have their cell

phones for emergency purposes. Peter Brosnan, author of “Smart

Phones, Smart Eds” says, ...many parents and students vely on

cell phones to keep in touch in case plans change after school.” It is

true that cell phones are useful for staging in touch, but students

can communicate with their parentds in many other non-

disruptive ways. Today's schools are equipped with computers and

O internet access, So a student can send an email or a Text message

ding the cell phone

End the paragraph with a ¥ JB00ess S Apgklem, every

statement that proves your 10gic f allow students

over your oppoei‘rion'e Iogic.

parents immediately. Otentines They find out before the

O students,” Erie athletic divector Brian Howell says. Parents and

students have survived without being able Yo communicate

Harough cell phones for over a hundred Jears and they will

continue 1o swrvive without the use of then in the classroom.




BUILDING YOUR ARGUMENT: ADDRESSING THE COUNTERCLAIM
YOUR REBUTTAL SHOULD INCLUDE:

ACENOWLEDGEMENT OF THE COUNTERCLAIM
Begin your paragraph With a phrase such as

@ 'Some say..
"Oppon&n’re will argu&..."

"Those who o\ieagm& believe.."

EVIDENCE TO SUPPORT YOUR REBUTTAL
@ - Quotes From experts
- Data that disputes your
0pposition
- Aliternatives 1o the opposition's
claim

TRANSITION WORD INDICATORS
Let the reader know you are disputing a counterclaim with words like:

7, aiternatively, but, conversely,
@ even 50, oxcept, however,
instead, nevertheless,

ONn the other hand, rather, though, yet



BUILDING YOUR ARGUMENT: ADDRESSING THE COUNTERCLAIM

EXAMPLE ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS,
REBUTTALS, & TRANSITIONS

Promg+= Will the increased use of ’r&x’ring language d%’rroy the English Ianguag&?
(writer arguing the negative.)

Opponents will argue that using texting langua?& caryYies over 10 academic
writing. However, linguistics expert Susana Sotillo says, *.4oing back and
forth between texting and tradirional language expands kKids

vocabulary" (Barseghian). Furthermore, it comes natural for a teenager o

switch between +&x+ing and formal wri’ring.

Promg+= Should the minimum wage be increased?
(Writer arguing the affirmative.)

Those who disagree With raising the minimum wage worry that small
businesses Will close because they will not be able o pay their employees.
Studies show the contrary, though. While some busingss owners will initially
lose profit, the gain will come when the lower-wage workers-who are more
likely to increase their spending with a higher income—put $31 billion right
back into the economy (Cooper). Not only will this boost many businesses
with increased sales, it will reduce the need for higher taxes as more states
will benefit naturally from increased income tax revenue.

Promg+= Do violent video games cause increased aggr%sion in playm?
(Writer arguing the negative.)

Some claim that studies, such as a 2000 report researched at lowa State
University by Craig Anderson, prove that violent video games cause more
aggressive behavior in users ("Time to Talk Gun Control™). Yet, those studies
fail to factor in other variables such as family violence, peer rejection, and
the mental health of the users. Al of those elements have been proven to
cause increased agaression in individuals (Ferguson). In addition, the studies
have only evaluated individuals for short periods of time (Keim). Without
factoring in the other variables-along with repeated use of violent video
games over longexr periods of time-it's impossivle to pinpoint a single cause
for hostility inindividuals.



WRITING YOUR INTRODUCTION & CONCLUSION

Write your introduction and conclusion last. 0ften these are the hardest +o
write, but they become easier after you've finished the body of your paper.

= INTRODUCTION - THE RIGHT HOOK, then
FLEX IT! Nour introduction needs to grab the
reader's attention, 50 FLEX that muscle! I+
should include an attention-getting “right"
hook, a transition into a statement pointing
out the significance/importance of your
topic, then your claim (thesis statement).

FLEX
IT

T

= (ONGLUSION - If your introduction was
the the RIGHT HOOK and FLEX of your
muscle, your conclusion is the ENOGKOUT
PUNCH! P

Nour conclusion should tie-in with your
introduction, remind the reader of your
stance, then give the reader something to <
think about long after they stop reading,
Remember, you are trying to WIN this
argument, 50 don't hold back!




THE "RIGHT" HOOK

Grab your readers attention
Use one of these techniques for your opening hook:

- & surprising fact or
statistic

- Rhetorical qu%’rion
- Anecdote

- Sensory details describing a
sCeNne or situation

- Introduce a dilemma




eXAMPLE INTRODUCTION PARAORAPH

(109 words; & sevtences)

Imagine Sitting in class taking your final exit exam for high

school. Your future depends on The results of This test. You feel

condident watil you hear a buzzing noise nesxct +o yow. A stdent in

the desk beside vours pulls out Hheir cell phone and beging testing

right in the widdle of class. You lose focus, wondering if you Should

Yell the Teacher or just ignore it? This situation is all Yoo faniliar in

Yoday's high schools. Students using cell phones have become a great

distraction in classrooms, causing tension for both teachers and

students. Therefore, cell phones should be banned from the

classroom.




X THE INTRODUGTION
EXAMPLE INTRODUCTION PRRAGRAPH

(109 words; & sevtences)

Imagine Sitting in class taking yowr final exit exam for high

school. Your future depends on the results of This test. You feel
confident until you hear a buzzing noise next o you. A student in

the desk beside yours pulls ot their cell phone and beging texting
right in the widdle of class. You lose focus, wondering if you should

Tell The Teacher or just ignore it. Thic cibuatinn ic all fan Lanaliay jn

today's high schools. St + ol(’/V\"'S WSy

distraction in o\assroovv\s ,..NVTHE HOOK

This student example

students. Theretore, cell phones s describes a situation from

the classroom.

classroom.




gir cell phonland beging texting

vight in Hhe widdle of class. You lose foous, wollBring if you Showld

el the teacher or just ignore it This Situation is all oo familiay in

Yoday's high schools. Students using cell phones have become a great

distraction in classrooms, causing tension for both feachers and

students. Therefore, cell phones Should be banned from the

classroonn.




4% THE INTRODUGTION

(AMPLE INTE \ PARAGRAPH

(109 words; ? sentences)

lnaagine.sittinga-class fakingsour-final exit-exanaforhigh

school. Your fuduve. devends.on the vesults of Hhis test. You

confident wndil you hear a buzzing noise next To you. A student in

The desk beside yours pulls oud 1 ing
right in The wmiddle of class. You T HE CL P(lM
Yell the teacher or just iegore it.

foday's high sohools. SHldents using cell phones have become a areat

distraction in classroos (S, causing tension for both teachers and

students. Therefore, cell phones should be bavned from the

classroona.




a4

$ THE INTRODUCTION

ADDITIONAL STUDENT EXAMPLES
e Tucting and e

In Z01Z wore people were injured from texting and driving than

drinking and driving (Distraction.gov). Despite this fact the average

fine for texting and driving in the United States is only $100

(motherjones.com). Because of these lax punishients, many

Arivers continue 1o redad or write Texts while behind the wheel. This

means that every day thousands of people are at risk due to a

driver's carelessness. Raising this fine to matoh the drunk driving

fine would give drivers an incentive o vesist looking at their phones

while operating a vehicle and will greatly reduce their chances of

getting into an accident.

Topic: Intevrnet Filters

Have you ever been researching a fopic for class bud couldn't

access any of the welssites because They were blocked? Many

students are experiencing ditficulties completing their homework

because of the school's internet fitters. It is time for owr

AAMINISTYATION TO TYUST US and drop The SECUViT O OWY internet

ACOLSS.




| Nour conclusion i5 your last chance t0 make an
THE KNOC'LO UT PUNCH impact on your reader. Forget about restating your

. . reasons! That's boring and repetitive. Instead, remind
Write a conclusion your Yeader your reader WHY your claim is ESSENTIAL or

won't forget. IMPORTANT.

The most effective
conclusions circle back o
the hook:

- If you asked a rhetorical question, give the
reader an answer that supports your claim.

- |f YOU 4ave an ehocking fact, tell the reader the
CONSEqUENCes If your claim is not followed +hrough.

- Offer a solution to the problem or an
diternative plan or system.

* Give Your reader something to think
about.

- End with a powerful quote from
an expert that you haven't
used yer.

EVERLAST




*THE CONGLUSION
EXAMPLE CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH

(108 words; @ sevtences)

Yow're back in the classroom and the buzzing of your

classmate's cell phone hasn't let wp. Is She veceiving answers for

the exxam? Sending images of her own test for the next class

period? You've had enough, but don't want to be labeled as a

naro. essentially, students shouldn't have to worry about

classroom distractions and teachers aren't paid to be cell-phone

police. The purpose of school is Yo learn; so when electronic devices

like cell phones prohibit learning, something must be done. A

simple Solution of banning cell phones in the classroom would

eliminate this ditfioult situation. Let's make learning easier for

The students, not harder.




-}(THE CONGLUSION
EXAMPLE CONCLUSION PRZAGRAPH

(108 words; @ sevtences)

Yow're back in the classroom and the buzzing of your

dlassmate's oell phone hasn't lef up. Is she receiving ansiers for
the exam? Sending images of her own test for the next class
period? Yow've had enoudh, but don't want 1o be laveled as a

. naro. Essentially, S+ \dlonts shouldnt have o worry doout

classroom distractic Rs and teachers aren't pdid 1o be cell-phone

police. The purpose o+\‘,hoo\ is to le iCoS

e Gel phones pronoit learves, = 1 IES BAGK

Simple Soltion of banning cell phol T0 THE HOOK

eliminate this ditficult situation. L

The students, not harder.




-}(THE CONGLUSION
O | EXAMPLE CONLLUSION PHRACRARH

(108 words; & sevtences)

TE P(NS'T‘ONS lassroom and the buzzing of your

i
—
o
<
S
S
s
S
>
JNI
A
<)

naro. Essentially, students shouldn't have to worry aeout

O classroom distractions and feachers aren't paid to be cell-phone

police. The purpose of school is To learn; S0 when electronic devices

like cell phones pronibit learning, something must be done. A

Simple Solution of banwning cell phones in the classroom would

eliminate this ditfioult situation. Let's make learning easier for
the students, not harder.




-}(THE CONCLUSION
EXAMPLE CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH

(108 words; @ sevtences)

Yow're back in the classroom and the buzzing of your

classmate's cell p\novxe, hasn't let wp. IS She veceiving answers for

the exam? test for the next class

classroomn ¢

police. The purpose of school is 1o learn; so when electidthic devices

like cell phones prohibit learning, something must be done. A

Sinmple Solution of banning cell phones in The dlassroom would

eliminate This ditficult sitwation. Let's make \wrvx\vxg easier for
“the students, ot hader.




-}(THE CONCLUSION

O eXAMPLE CONGLUSION PARAORAPH

(102 words; & sevtences)

Yow'vre back in the classroom and the buzzing of your

classmate's cell phone hasn't let wp. IS she veceiving answers for

Yhe oxam? Sending imanes of her own test for the next class

period? You've had enough, but don't want to be labeled as a

't have to worry alsout

gOMETHIN& TO acon't paid 1o be cell-phone

THINK P( BO UT electronic devices

linsinate this diffioult situationUat's maale ledvving easier for

the students, not havder.




FIND EXEMPLAR TEXTS

'!y\Hn,f/ OMMON_L.OY# ATE

Standavrds Kppendix

Orade (- Pages 3(-29

Orade - Fages 40-4l

brade 9 Pages 51-5%

brade 10: Pages 65-61

brade 17: Pages To- 14



http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
http://livepage.apple.com/
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ALWRYS UITE YOUR
SOURCES!

REGORD THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION FOR EACH
SOURGE YOU FIND, IN THIS 0RDER:

| Author's FIRST and LAST NAME (and Editor, if applicable)

| 2 Article "Title" (use quotation marks)

3. Title of WEBSITE, BOOK, or PROJECT in italics

4. Any versions, volumes, editions, posting dates, or issue dates
5. Publisher information (Name and publishing date). use ny. for
o publisher and n.d. for no published date.

_b. Page numbers; use n. pag. £or no page number

1. Medium of publication, such as Web, Print, or Personal interview
8 Date of access (the date you found the information - this is
_for onling sources only)

| HELPFUL WEBSITES FOR CITING souncss:

e Purdue OWL for MLA: https://owlenafishpurdue.edu/owl/resowree/747/01/
—e Purdue OWL for-APA: https://owl.englishpurdue edu/owl/section/Z/10/
—e-Purdue OWL for Chicago Stule: hitps://owlenalishpurdue.edu/owt/vesonvoe/ 717/01/
—e-Citotion Machine: ttp-//Gitationmaching.net
e Ovling Citation Generator "Eagy Bib": Ittp7/www.easubib.(owy/
—+-Online Citation Generator "Bib Me™: Iitp/wwuwbibme org/

«Ovline Citation Generator'Cite Fast": hitp7/www.oitefastoom/



https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/717/01/
http://citationmachine.net/
http://citationmachine.net/
http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.easybib.com/
http://www.bibme.org/
http://www.bibme.org/
http://www.citefast.com/
http://www.citefast.com/

INGLUDES OF THESE ACTIVITIES:
= Twitter Tweet

=> Facebook Status Updates

. ] *Hash
Bell Rin &ri :v:N:;fwmommnmg

=> SomeECards Memes
Ex |+ => What's Hot/What's Not

BUNDLE Zhow

Oreated by Tracee Orman = What I
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/ Tracee-Orman - W LM7
=> Poetry Prompts
=> Creative Ketivities For ANY Reading

core re

l’oetry Task Cards! |

Fun & Creative Poetry Exercises

Created by Traces Orman

Based on and adapted from my best-selling | G
“Poetry 91-1: First Ald for Poetry” Pack | @

N A\

)

FOIr EVERY = FOIr EVERY _
conTenTt Area conNnTenT Area iggs

so0. nosau
S90.1NOSax

Step-by-Step Instructions for
Writing an Informative
Analysis of a Poem
*(lipnedy uithy the Commen Cone tate Standandn*
Cneated, by Thacee Onmary
Jeatuned; on muy Poelnyy Ressunces L)

Www.traceeorman.com
www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Tracee-Orma

www.teacherspay
teacherscom/
Store/Tracee-
Orman

P o e = VUG gy QoS

ol S T NBB P 1) gt [sea z; L i 8

:| Teacher Presentation & Student Handouts | A bundle of lessons and
- | Expository/Informational Writing “How-To” | = } creative activities

o Aligned with the Common Core Standards " X 2

] L - for teaching poetry

e By Tracee Orman = .

ik oy

L



http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Task-Cards-to-Practice-Common-Core-Writing-Language-Skills-681197
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Task-Cards-to-Practice-Common-Core-Writing-Language-Skills-681197
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Common-Core-Reading-Writing-Bell-Ringers-Exit-Slips-BUNDLE-Vol-1-825536
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Like-Poets-Teach-Your-Students-to-Write-Presentation-PPT-124711
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Writing-Like-Poets-Teach-Your-Students-to-Write-Presentation-PPT-124711
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Tracee-Orman/Category/Poetry
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Common-Core-Organizers-Activities-BUNDLE-Grades-6-7-8-837678
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Tracee-Orman
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Task-Cards-to-Practice-Common-Core-Writing-Language-Skills-681197
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Task-Cards-to-Practice-Common-Core-Writing-Language-Skills-681197
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Task-Cards-to-Practice-Common-Core-Writing-Language-Skills-681197
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Poetry-Task-Cards-to-Practice-Common-Core-Writing-Language-Skills-681197
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